
Dear Rep. Barton,

Last week, when I was very upset about my daughter, I left an inappropriate voicemail on your
phone. I should have counted to ten before making the call and should have allowed you to
explain what occurred before I threatened your education legislation. I was wrong not to do so
and I sincerely apologize. Even with that, I never should have threatened to not hear someone's
legislation without reading it first to see if it helps Arizona's kids.

When I called you the first time, I did not know it wa~ your intention to send pictures of my
teenage daughter to John Fillmore. Rep. Fillmore subsequently wrote a sarcastic press release
against my daughter, using your pictures, where he bragged about .filing criminal charges against
her. I am learning now that you were not aware of Rep. Filmore's intentions when you sent him

the pictures. I apologize for making an incorrect assumption as I thought you two were working
together.

Campaigns can get very heated and I let my temper get the best of me when Rep. Fillmore went
after my daughter. What can I say, I love her! Unfortunately, you were caught in the middle and
I am very sorry for that. As recently as last Friday, Mesa police told my father that Rep. Fillmore
has every intention of going after my daughter. I cannot recall any candidate in recent history
going after an opponent's child. This is not what folks sign up for when they run for office. As a
parent and grandparent I am sure you too have strong feelings for your children and
grandchildren. What was a simple case of "he said, she said" has now been blown way out of
proportion.

Because I thought you were a part of this action, I completely forgot the decorum and respect
that accompanies being an elected official in the Arizona Legislature. I apologize for my poor
behavior and look forward to hearing any legislation you bring forward that moves the needle for
Arizona's kids. Thank you for your service to the State from a fellow Bulldog. Good luck on
your reelection campaign.

Sincerely,

Senator Rich Crandall
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