
 
 
 

Richard Stertz 

 
 
October 29th, 2011 
 
 
Governor Janice K. Brewer 
STATE OF ARIZONA EXECUTIVE OFFICE  
1700 West Washington 
Phoenix, Arizona  85007 
 

Ref: Independent Redistricting Commission 

 

Governor Brewer: 

 
The people of Arizona are just that...people. They get up go to work, school, ranch or farm. They 
are the folks that live on their streets, in their neighborhoods and their towns.  
 
They are the citizens of our great State of Arizona and these citizens decided over a decade ago 
to amend our constitution to have a group of their fellow citizens act on their behalf to oversee 
the mapping of the State's congressional and legislative districts. 
 
The mechanisms of government are critical to provide representation to all the voters of Arizona 
and it is imperative that the redistricting of this state be performed with independence, 
conscience and the complete respect of the Arizona constitution. 
 
I believe that I have served with a clear and tempered understanding of the inherent conflicts 
that are intrinsic with this position as Commissioner.  I have been and will continue to take on 
this task with conviction, clarity and honor. 
 
With that being said and upon reflection of your letter dated October 26th to the Arizona 
Independent Redistricting Commission as well to each of the individual Commissioners, I have 
compiled answers on my own behalf. 

 
The Selection of the Mapping Consultant (Questions 1 through 3) 
 
The selection of the mapping consultant was extremely contentious.  I have provided extensive 
testimony under oath to the Attorney General during his investigation. Nevertheless, it was 
disconcerting to me as a Commissioner when the scoring sheets were made public. It was then 
that I had the opportunity to read each of the Commissioners comments. Chairwoman Mathis, 
Commissioner McNulty and Commissioner Herrera each recorded perfect scores for Strategic 
Telemetry. 
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I was intimately involved in crafting the Request for Proposal as well as designing the criteria for 
the scoring sheets used for both the initial and final scoring of the submittals. The three perfect 
scores that were given by Chairwoman Mathis, Commissioner McNulty and Commissioner Herrera 
to select Strategic Telemetry were intellectually dishonest based on the RFP criteria. 
 
I do not know, nor do I presume to know how they deliberated or whether it was purely 
coincidental that they each had identically perfect scores for a firm that certainly, by virtue of how 
the Request for Proposal was crafted should not have merited such perfection.  
 
It is true that there were discussions outside of open meeting to the public to pre-arrange voting 
for and awarding the IRC mapping consultant contract to Strategic Telemetry. It is in this regard 
that there was an attempt by Chairwoman Mathis to garner my vote to obtain for a 5-0 vote to 
hire Strategic Telemetry outside of open meeting. This is a fact.  Chairwoman Mathis contacted 
me the evening before the vote as well as the morning of the vote and asked me to vote with her 
as she wanted to achieve a unanimous vote for the selection of Strategic Telemetry.  She 
confirmed with me that she had spoken with Commissioner Freeman.  I asked Chairwoman 
Mathis if her request for my vote was designed as a quid pro quo.  So that there would be no 
confusion as to my question, I asked it a second time. 
 
Chairwoman Mathis confirmed that if I were to vote with her in regards to the selection of 
Strategic Telemetry, she would provide a favorable vote for me in the future.  
 
I explained to Chairwoman Mathis that I did not believe that it was in the best interest of this 
Commission to engage the services of Strategic Telemetry as they were, among other things, 
highly partisan and over priced for the services that they were proposing.   
 
The record will show that I voted against the selection of Strategic Telemetry.   

 
Cooperation with the AG Investigation (Question 4) 
 

I met my obligation as a citizen Commissioner when asked by the Attorney General to answer 
questions that he had regarding actions that may have occurred. I did so without personal legal 
representation, demonstrating respect and the belief that by providing testimony it would 
efficiently expedite the process.  
 
The voters of the State of Arizona approved the creation of the Independent Redistricting 
Commission. Their expectation of fairness, of openness and transparency should be upheld.  
 
This is why I felt it was incumbent for me to comply with the Attorney Generals' request. 
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Congressional Draft Map (Questions 5 & 6) 
 
I have been unwavering in my  conviction to the constitution as it was crafted, approved and 
affirmed and have relied upon its' design for the testimony that I have repeatedly placed on the 
record.  
 
Thousands of citizen's comments from all corners of the state have been placed into the record. 
Each voter deserves our consideration as they define their communities of interest, their desire 
for competiveness and their strong desire for keeping their counties, cities and towns together. 
 
I have been consistent with my fellow Commissioners that development of the draft maps needed 
line adjustments from the approved grid maps.  
 
A map referred to as the "donut hole" map was presented by Chairwoman Mathis. The grid line 
adjustments for the majority of the state had already been defined when it was presented. The 
Commission was given a mandate by Chairwoman Mathis to develop district lines in a specific 
area and only in the blank space she had provided.  
 
Chairwoman Mathis instructed the Commission that she wanted to merge the "River District" and 
the "Whole Counties" maps together and left Maricopa county to be filled in by the Commission.  
 
Shortly after the "donut hole" was presented,  Commissioner McNulty presented the current 
Congressional District 9 map that was placed into the donut hole.  Chairwoman Mathis then 
instructed the rest of the Commission to design around this new map. After a day of moving 
some lines around, we adjourned for the weekend.  On Monday morning the Chair arrived with a 
completed map with every district equally populated as well as the "donut hole" completed.  To 
my dismay, almost every district throughout the state had been adjusted in some fashion.   
 
I knew then that we were in danger of breaching the constitutional process due to the lack of 
Commission adjustment of the grid map lines. I protested this map as it was the first time that 
the Commission had seen this map.   
 
The constitution is clear as to what we are to do.  I do not believe that this draft map followed 
that process.  Our first charge was that we comply with the Voting Rights Act.  Currently, this 
Commission does not have sufficient data to determine whether or not this map complies. 
 
Second, this map creates districts that do not respect communities of interest, visible geographic 
features, city, town or county boundaries.  
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This was an outcome based design and in my opinion it did not follow the mandated 
constitutional criteria.  
 
The record will show that I voted against the approval of both the Congressional and Legislative 
draft maps.   
 
Legal Representation (Question 7) 
 
I have not requested legal council to represent me.  I am a citizen first and I do not believe that 
retaining an attorney is the best and highest use of the resources of the State.  
 
 
I have been and continue to be unwavering in my position that this commission must follow the 
constitutional requirements and must operate in an open, fair and transparent manner if it has 
any chance at establishing the confidence of the people of the great State of Arizona. 
 
It has been my honor to serve the State of Arizona as a Commissioner for the Independent 
Redistricting Commission and I look forward to continuing my service. 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
Commissioner Richard Stertz    
Arizona Independent Redistricting Commission 


